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Jb \MMJ4 m on on prisoners exclusively lj. 

REF USDEL FRANCE 15820 

fc SJUfflS gffWKW K.M“' 

CAPTURED IN SOUTH VIET- NAM. 

2. THIS RAISES T 5^ M ^°§u J? I THE Y pRG A IS T READY H TO DISCUSS THE 
COUNTER BY. INDICATING THAF THE PR- a * DELE qJ ti0N THIS WOULD 

PRISONER ISSUE_PRI VATELY WITH _THE US^DELEGATIUN. „ 

BE A VARIANT OF THEIR PREVIOUS PROPOSAL, K-rtH PROGRAM 

XHE^AST WO |SSS 0 S. THAT V LE ^Y^EELJHEI 

THE C PRG 0EUGlTE L i“ui6 SeeI IN PRIVATE WITH THE US 
DELEGATE. 

UrJJtt ? T ^iIJ D ? p R IS!nI"o^!InIS S » 0 &»lj?gSi? y 

S2“S? SSSWSuSt^VE 

?E N GO?fA?lONi iN ANY^ORuS AT WHICH THE PRG IS PRESENT AND 
THE GVN IS ABSENT. 

4. IN FORMULATING MY TACTICS I WOULD BE GUIDED BY THE 

FOLLOWING* # . r , AT .. £ DEAL DIRECTLY AND 

EXCLUSIVELY WITh'tHE PRG ALONE IN GENERAL SUBSTANTIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS, THE ANSWER IS NEGATIVE* 
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SUBJ: DEALING WITH PRG DELEGATION ON PRISONERS EXCLUSIVELY 
REF USDEL FRANCE 15820 

AE ^ET FORTH IN REFTEL, THIS WEEK WE PLAN TO a<?k twat 

CA?TOeS lS I SOUT5 C 5lET?iJ Al M. IET ’ NAM A UST ° F P * 1S0NERS 

r • 

|oyNTER S BY A INDIcjTLrTHAT I THrPRriS DISCUSS^HE 

THE C pRG R nPJ N ?rf?? L mn, T A £LS E , WSH FURTHE * CLARIFICATION , 
DELEG ATE? ELEGATE W0ULD MEET in PRIVATE WITH THE US 

REPLY F uttw !T2Idt?J D L RESP0NDS IN THIS FASHION, I PLAN TO 

is o ia T fS“falSr ^SESsras 11 * ■ 

f6lLOWINGi MULATING rtY TACTICS 1 W0ULD BE GUIDED BY THE 

a# i0 any Suggestion that y^* hcm n y%^§ w AMr> 

SSoSuniSs^S^SsSS “* i *' suS 5ta ", 
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B. IF THE OFFER IS MADE THAT THEY WILL MERELY LISTEN- 
TO OUR QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SEVEN POINTS AND PRESENT 
CLARIFICATION WITH NO ADDITIONAL SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT. THE 
ANSWER IS STILL NEGATIVE. 

C. IF THE OFFER IS TO CLARIFY EXCLUSIVELY THEIR 
DELCARED SEVEN POINT POSITION ON THE PRISONERS, THE ANSWER 
IS STILL NEGATIVE. 

D. IF THE OFFER IS TO BARGAIN EXCLUSIVELY ON THE 
EXCHANGE OF SOME OR ALL PRISONERS, WITH NO POLITICAL OR 
MILITARY CONDITIONS ATTACHED, T -wnill.n NATL OOWM THF OFFER 
- AS CLF ARLY AS POSSIBLE AF SEEK INSTRUCTIONS. 

E. IF THE OFFER IS TO MEET WITH THE PRG EXCLUSIVELY 
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION, IF IT IS CLEARLY AND PUBLICLY 
UNDERSTOOD THAT NOTHING ELSE WOULD TAKE PLACE BUT THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT US PRISONERS, AND IF THE 
OTHER SIDE REFUSED ALL PROPOSALS TO HAND THE INFORMATION 
OVER AT PLENARY SESSION, HAND IT TO AN INTERMEDIARY, OR 
MAKE IT PUBLIC, I WOULD ANS UF-B,. TN TH E AFFIRMATIV E. IN DOING 
SO, I WOULD DEMONSTRATE THAT THE OTHER SIDE'S INSISTENCE 

ON PLACING THE INFORMATION IN OUR HANDS AT A PRIVATE 
MEETING WAS SIMPLY A PROPAGANDA MANEUVER, BUT THAT 
WE WOULD NOT LET THAT STAND IN THE WAY OF GETTING 
INFORMATION ON OUR MEN. I WOULD REPEAT THAT WE ARE- 
PREPARED TO MEET WITH ANYONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD FOR THE 
SOLE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING OFFICIAL INFORMATION ABOUT 
AMERICAN PRISONERS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

5. IF THE OTHER SIDE IS MUTE ON. THE QUESTION OF MEETING 
WITH THE PRG DELEGATION EXCLUSIVELY ON PRISONERS BUT 
NEWSMEN OR OTHERS SHOULD POSE POSSIBILITIES "C," "D," OR 
"E" ABOVE AND INQUIRE THAT IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCE' OUR POSITION 
WOULD BE, WE WILL DISMISS SUCH QUESTIONS AS HYPOTHETICAL 
AND WILL RESTATE IF NECESSARY OUR STANDARD POSITION THAT WE 
ARE READY FOR NEGOTIATIONS IN ANY FORUM THAT DOES NOT 

EXCLUDE ONE OF THE NECESSARY PARTIES REPRESENTED HERE. 

% 

6. UNLESS DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES OBJECTION WE PLAN TO BRIEF 

GVNDEL ON THESE CONTINGENCY POSITIONS PRIOR TO NEXT PLENARY 
SESSION. EMBASSY SAIGON MAY WISH TO INFORM GVN IN SIMILAR 
FASHION. GP-3* .r . . 
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